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is another of history's might-have-beens. Actually
King George HI sought to recover for the Crown not
the powers that it had enjoyed before 1640 but those
formally conferred upon it in 1689.

Political conditions being what they were, the
King's plans called for a party of King's friends in
the House of Commons, attached to the Crown be-
cause they owed their positions to its favour, and for
a party-leader whose policy would give effect to the
King's pleasure. After some search the Crown found
the man it wanted in Lord North. The American
war is important in English constitutional Jhistory be-
cause it eventually forced Lord North to resign. Cast-
ing desperately about for some means of keeping the
Whigs, and particularly their hated leader, Fox, out
of office, the King charged the younger Pitt to form
a ministry and found that he had provided himself not
with an agent but with a master. Pitt was the King's
nominee and used his position with his sovereign to
beat down the hostile majority in the House of Com-
mons. No doubt he could have had a dissolution
when he took office; no doubt, too, the Royal influ-
ence was strong enough in the counties as well as in
the boroughs to have given him a majority. But under
those circumstances he would have come back as
much the King's manager as Lord North had been.
Pitt waited until the majority against him in the House
had vanished; then, when he no longer required it,
he asked for and obtained a dissolution. Seeking for
ground on which he could stand in virtue of his own
strength and without dependence on the King's sup-